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The Democratic Republic of Congo currently ranks among the world?s most failed nation-states. Congo: The Epic History of a People
traces the history of this devastated nation from the beginnings of the slave trade through colonization, to the struggle for independence
and Mobutu?s brutal three decades of rule. David Van Reybrouck ends with the civil war that has raged from 1996 to the present day?
the deadliest since World War II.Van Reybrouck balances hundreds of interviews with a diverse range of Congolese with meticulous
historical research to construct a multidimensional portrait of this na But the Congo is a country that merits the word in all its original
grandeur; epic landscapes, epic rivers, epic greed, epic suffering and epic history too.Â Such is the baffling size and complexity of the
place that David van Reybrouck's new history, with its 550 pages of wide sweep and riveting detail, could be seen as a short story. It
certainly possesses the economy and deftness of the best short stories and avoids the bloat of your average history book. Van
Reybrouck begins his account in 1874 with whispers deep in the jungle about the sighting of "a man, white from head to toe, like an
albino".

