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Navajo leaders met with American soldiers that November and concluded the Bear Springs Treaty. However, persistent quarrels with
American soldiers provoked organized hostilities. Punitive expeditions against the Navajo were only temporarily successful. Meanwhile,
Mexico and the United States signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo on February 2, 1848, which concluded the Mexican War. Having
lost, Mexico was compelled to relinquish half of its territory, including Texas, New Mexico, Colorado, Arizona, Utah, Nevada and
California. The Navajo homeland was part of this vast cession of land. Navajos now existed within the formal jurisdiction of the U.S.
government. In 1851, Fort Defiance was erected in ...


