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In this article, we discuss the physiological changes that take place in the older patient, and how these may affect anaesthetic
technique....Â National reports recommended that peri-operative care should be improved for elderly patients undergoing emergency
surgery. Postoperative mortality and morbidity rates remain high, and indicate that emergency ruptured aneurysm repair, laparotomy
and hip fracture fixation are high-risk procedures undertaken on elderly patients with limited physiological reserve. National audits have
reported variations in care quality, data that are increasingly being used to drive quality improvement through professional guidance.

