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Kant later, in 1788, decided to publish the Critique of Practical Reason.
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Immanuel Kant. Kant's Moral Law: Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals ranks with Plato's Republic and Aristotle's Ethics as one of
the most important works of moral philosophy ever written. In Moral Law, Kant argues that a human action is only morally good if it is
done from a sense of duty, and that a duty is a formal principle based not on self-interest or from a consideration of what results might
follow. From this he derived his famous and controversial maxim, the categorical imperative: "Act as if the maxim of your action were to
become by your will a universal law Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals by Immanuel Kant summary. University. StuDocu
University. Course. StuDocu Summary Library EN. Book titleGroundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals. Author. Immanuel Kant.
Academic year. 17/18. Ratings. 23. Kant argues that action has moral worth only if it is done out of respect for duty. For example, if a
shopkeeper is honest in an effort to look good to customers he did the right thing, but only in "conformity with duty." He acted out of
inclination. If the shopkeeper is honest out of being nice or likes kids then his action is still done out of inclination because he "likes to do
it," but his moral worth is less in the action.Â That notion of following the universal moral law is what gives the action, Kant thinks, its
worth that is what makes it worthy of the special esteem he thinks we give actions when people have done them just because they
thought they were right. This is the setup for Kant's all important and famous "categorical imperative which he argues applies to
everyone.
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you treat humanity, whether in your own person or in the person of any ot...Â For supposing it to be a universal law that everyone when
he thinks himself in a difficulty should be able to promise whatever he pleases, with the purpose of not keeping his promise, the promise
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