
“A catechism is a set of answers to important questions about our faith. We 
memorize it  so that when we run into these important questions, we’ll have the 
answers handy (kind of like memorizing the multiplication tables).” [definition 
from Garnett Slatton]

Luther’s Small Catechism
The Small Catechism

by Dr. Martin Luther

The Ten Commandments
(An Attitude of the Heart) 
The wording of these commandments come from Luther’s Catechism and are used in 
confirmation at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church.  The first three commandments deal with our 
relationship with God.  The last seven deal with our relationship with our family, neighbors 
or community.

The First Commandment:  
You shall have no other gods.
What does this mean?  We are to fear, love, and trust God above all things.

The Second Commandment:  
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God.
What does this mean?  We are to fear, and love God, so that we do not curse, swear, 
practice magic, lie, or deceive using God’s name, but instead use that very name in every 
time of need to call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God.

The Third Commandment:  
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.
What does this mean?  We are to fear and love God, so that we do not despise God’s Word 
or preaching, but instead keep that Word holy and gladly hear and learn it.

The Fourth Commandment:  
Honor your father and your mother.
What does this mean?  We are to fear and love God, so that we neither despise nor anger 
our parents and others in authority, but instead honor, serve, obey, love, and respect them.

The Fifth Commandment:  
You shall not murder.
What does this mean?  We are to fear and love God, so that we neither endanger nor harm 
the lives of our neighbors, but instead help and support them in all of life’s needs.

The Sixth Commandment:  
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You shall not commit adultery.
What does this mean?  We are to fear and love God, so that we lead pure and decent lives 
in word and deed, and each of us loves and honors his or her spouse.   (Be true to your 
family.)

The Seventh Commandment:  
You shall not steal.
What does this mean?  We are to fear and love God, so that we neither take our neighbor’s 
money or property nor cheat them by using shoddy merchandise or crooked deals to obtain 
it for ourselves, but instead help them to improve and protect their property and income.

The Eighth Commandment:  
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
What does this mean?  We are to fear and love God, so that we do not tell lies about our 
neighbors, betray or slander them, or destroy their reputations.  Instead we are to come to 
their defense, speak well of them, and interpret everything they do in the best possible 
light.

The Ninth Commandment:  
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
What does this mean?  We are to fear and love God, so that we do not try to trick our 
neighbors out of their inheritance or property or try to get it for ourselves by claiming to 
have a legal right to it and the like, but instead be of help and service to them in keeping 
what is theirs.

The Tenth Commandment:  
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or 
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
What does this mean?  We are to fear and love God, so that we do not entice, force, or steal 
away from our neighbors their spouses, workers, or livestock, but instead urge them to stay 
and remain loyal to our neighbors.

The Two Greatest Commandments:  “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and 
with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”  Luke 10:27 NRSV

[The text of the commandments is from Ex. 20:3, 7, 8, 12–17.]

The Close of the Commandments
What does God say about all these commandments?
He says, “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to 
the third and fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of 
those who love Me and keep My commandments.” (Ex. 20:5–6)

What does this mean? 
God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. Therefore, we should fear His wrath and 
not do anything against them. But He promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these 
commandments. Therefore, we should also love and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands.
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Luther's Small Catechism (German: Der Kleine Katechismus) was written by Martin Luther and published in 1529 for the training of
children. Luther's Small Catechism reviews the Ten Commandments, the Apostles' Creed, the Lord's Prayer, the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism, the Office of the Keys and Confession and the Sacrament of the Eucharist. as the Head of the Family Should Teach Them in a
Simple Way to His Household. The First Commandment Thou shalt have no other gods. What does this mean? Answer: We should fear,
love, and trust in God above all things. The Second Commandment. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, thy God, in vain. What
does this mean? Answer: We should fear and love God that we may not curse, swear, use witchcraft, lie, or deceive by His name, but
call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. Luther's Small Catechism (German: Der Kleine Katechismus ) is a catechism
written by Martin Luther and published in 1529 for the training of children. Luther's Small Catechism reviews the Ten Commandments,
the Apostles' Creed, the Lord's Prayer, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, the Office of the Keys.Â  Luther's Small Catechism. Title page of
Luther's Small Catechism (1536, originally published in 1529).


