Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89920-8 - Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing and Household in Medieval
England
Edited by Maryanne Kowaleski and P. J. P. Goldberg
Frontmatter
More information

Medieval Domesticity

What did ‘home’ mean to men and women in the period 1200–1500?
This volume explores the many cultural, material and ideological dimensions of the concept of domesticity. Leading scholars examine not
only the material cultures of domesticity, gender, and power relations
within the household, but also how they were envisioned in texts, images,
objects and architecture. Many of the essays argue that England witnessed the emergence of a distinctive bourgeois ideology of domesticity
during the late Middle Ages. But the volume also contends that, although
the world of the great lord was far removed from that of the artisan or
peasant, these social groups all occupied physical structures that constituted homes in which people were drawn together by ties of kinship,
service or neighbourliness. This pioneering study will appeal to scholars of
medieval English society, literature and culture.
Ma r y a n n e Ko w a l e s k i is Joseph Fitzpatrick S. J. Distinguished
Professor of History and Director of the Center for Medieval Studies at
Fordham University.
P. J. P. Go l d b e r g is Reader in Medieval History in the Department of
History, University of York.

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89920-8 - Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing and Household in Medieval
England
Edited by Maryanne Kowaleski and P. J. P. Goldberg
Frontmatter
More information

Medieval Domesticity
Home, Housing and Household
in Medieval England
Edited by

Maryanne Kowaleski
Fordham University

and

P. J. P. Goldberg
University of York

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89920-8 - Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing and Household in Medieval
England
Edited by Maryanne Kowaleski and P. J. P. Goldberg
Frontmatter
More information

cambridge university press
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,
São Paulo, Delhi
Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK
Published in the United States of America by
Cambridge University Press, New York
www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521899208
© Cambridge University Press 2008
This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.
First published 2008
Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
ISBN 978-0-521-89920-8 hardback
Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to
in this book, and does not guarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89920-8 - Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing and Household in Medieval
England
Edited by Maryanne Kowaleski and P. J. P. Goldberg
Frontmatter
More information

Contents

List of illustrations
List of tables
List of contributors
Acknowledgements
List of abbreviations
1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

page vii
viii
ix
xiii
xiv

Introduction. Medieval domesticity: home, housing
and household
p. j. p. goldberg and maryanne kowaleski

1

‘Burgeis’ domesticity in late-medieval England
felicity riddy

14

Buttery and pantry and their antecedents: idea and
architecture in the English medieval house
m a r k g ar d i n e r

37

Building domesticity in the city: English urban housing
before the Black Death
s ar ah r e es j o n e s

66

Urban and rural houses and households in the late
Middle Ages: a case study from Yorkshire
j an e g r e n v i l l e

92

The fashioning of bourgeois domesticity in later medieval
England: a material culture perspective
p. j. p. goldberg

124

Nuns at home: the domesticity of sacred space
marilyn oliva

145

‘Which may be said to be her own’: widows and goods
in late-medieval England
janet s. loengard

162
v

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89920-8 - Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing and Household in Medieval
England
Edited by Maryanne Kowaleski and P. J. P. Goldberg
Frontmatter
More information

vi

Contents

9.

10.

11.
12.

Weeping for the virtuous wife: laymen, affective piety
and Chaucer’s ‘Clerk’s Tale’
nicole nolan sidhu

177

On the sadness of not being a bird: late-medieval
marriage ideologies and the figure of Abraham in
William Langland’s Piers Plowman
isabel davis

209

Fragments of (Have Your) Desire: Brome women at play
n i c o l a mc d o n a l d

232

Home visits: Mary, Elizabeth, Margery Kempe
and the feast of the Visitation
mary c. erler

259

Consolidated bibliography
Index

277
310

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89920-8 - Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing and Household in Medieval
England
Edited by Maryanne Kowaleski and P. J. P. Goldberg
Frontmatter
More information

Illustrations

3.1 Plan of the west hall at the Bishop’s Palace, Lincoln
page 38
3.2 Plan of Oakham Castle hall
50
3.3 Oakham Castle hall, looking towards the entrances to
the buttery and pantry
51
3.4 Doors in the north aisle to the ground-floor and
first-floor levels at Oakham Castle hall
52
3.5 View towards the service end of the west hall at the
Bishop’s Palace, Lincoln
53
3.6 Axonometric projection of the plan of the hall at
Warnford (Hampshire)
55
4.1 An ‘urban manor’ and a burgage plot in early
medieval York
81
5.1 The standard layout of an open hall and two urban forms
94
5.2 The locations of York and Wharram Percy
99
5.3 Wharram Percy, showing the church, farm cottages and
earthworks of the deserted village
100
5.4 Wharram Percy: plan of the medieval village
101
5.5 Wharram Percy: plan to show successive peasant houses
in Area 10
106
5.6 Wharram Percy: plan to show phases of alteration to peasant
house in Area 6
108
5.7 Wharram Percy: schematic plan to show the two phases of
construction of the North Manor
110
5.8 Plans of three urban halls in York
116
5.9 Examples of the ‘rent’ at York, a distinctively urban type
120
11.1 The opening of ‘The Book of Brome’
240
12.1 The Visitation in the Book of Hours of Catherine of Valois
263
12.2 The Visitation scene in the window of St Peter Mancroft,
Norwich
265

vii

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89920-8 - Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing and Household in Medieval
England
Edited by Maryanne Kowaleski and P. J. P. Goldberg
Frontmatter
More information

Tables

3.1 Inventory of goods in the St Paul’s estate and their likely
locations on the farmsteads
6.1 Analysis of a sample of urban and rural inventories

page 44
139

viii

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89920-8 - Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing and Household in Medieval
England
Edited by Maryanne Kowaleski and P. J. P. Goldberg
Frontmatter
More information

Contributors

i sa b el d a v is , Lecturer in Medieval and Early Renaissance Literature,
Birkbeck College, University of London. Author of: Writing masculinity
in the later Middle Ages (Cambridge University Press, 2007); ‘Men and
Margery: negotiating medieval patriarchy,’ in A companion to ‘The Book
of Margery Kempe’ (D. S. Brewer, 2004); ‘John Gower’s fear of flying:
transitional masculinities in the Confessio Amantis,’ in Rites of passage:
cultures of transition in the fourteenth century (York Medieval Press, 2004);
‘Consuming the body of the working man,’ in Consuming narratives:
gender and monstrous appetite in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance
(University of Wales Press, 2002); co-editor of: Love, marriage and
family ties in the later Middle Ages, with M. Müller and S. Rees Jones
(Brepols, 2003).
m a r y c . e r l e r , Professor of English, Fordham University, author of:
Women, reading and piety in late medieval England (Cambridge
University Press, 2002); ‘Devotional literature,’ in The Cambridge history of the book in Britain, vol. 3: 1400–1557 (Cambridge University
Press, 1999); Poems of Robert Copland (University of Toronto Press,
1993). Co-editor of: Poems of Cupid, God of Love (Brill, 1990);
Gendering the master narrative: women and power in the Middle Ages
(Cornell University Press, 2003) and Women and power in the Middle
Ages (University of Georgia Press, 1988).
m a r k g a r d i n e r , Senior Lecturer in Archaeology, Queen’s University
Belfast, formerly editor of Archaeological Journal (published by the Royal
Archaeological Institute). Co-author of: The south-east to 1000 AD
(London: Longmans, 1988); Timber buildings in England and Wales,
AD 900–1200 (forthcoming); author of ‘Late Saxon settlement’, in
A handbook of Anglo-Saxon archaeology (Oxford University Press, forthcoming). Co-editor of Romney Marsh: environmental change and human
occupation in a coastal lowland (Oxford University Committee for
Archaeology, 1998); and Medieval landscapes: landscape history after
Hoskins (Windgather Press, forthcoming).
ix

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89920-8 - Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing and Household in Medieval
England
Edited by Maryanne Kowaleski and P. J. P. Goldberg
Frontmatter
More information

x

Contributors

p . j . p. g o ld b er g , Reader in Medieval History, University of York.
Author of: Women, work and life cycle in a medieval economy: women in York
and Yorkshire c. 1300–1520 (Clarendon Press, 1992); Medieval England: a
social history 1250–1550 (Arnold, 2004); ‘What was a servant?’, in
Concepts and patterns of service in the later Middle Ages (Boydell, 2000);
‘Coventry’s ‘Lollard’ programme of 1492 and the making of Utopia’, in
Pragmatic utopias: ideals and communities 1200–1630 (Cambridge
University Press, 2001). Editor and translator of: Women in England
c. 1275–1525: documentary sources (Manchester University Press, 1995).
j a n e g r en v il l e, Senior Lecturer in Archaeology and Pro-ViceChancellor for Students, University of York, and a Commissioner of
English Heritage. Author of: Medieval housing (Leicester University
Press, 1997); ‘The archaeology of the late and post-medieval workshop’, in The vernacular workshop: from craft to industry, 1400–1900
(Council for British Archaeology, 2004); ‘The material household’
and (co-authored) ‘Urban vernacular housing in medieval northern
Portugal and the usefulness of typologies’, in The medieval household
in Christian Europe, c. 850–c.1550 (Brepols, 2003); and ‘The urban
landscape’, in Gothic: art for England 1400–1547 (Victoria & Albert
Museum, 2003).
m ar ya n n e ko w al e s ki , Joseph Fitzpatrick S.J. Distinguished Professor
of History and Director of the Center for Medieval Studies, Fordham
University. Author of: Local markets and regional trade in medieval Exeter
(Cambridge University Press, 1995); ‘The demographic history of
singlewomen in medieval and early modern Europe,’ in Singlewomen
in the European past (University of Pennsylvania Press, 1999), and other
essays on medieval women, family, trade and towns. Editor and translator of: Medieval towns: a reader (Broadview, 2006) and two volumes of
medieval accounts. Co-editor of: Women and power in the Middle Ages
(University of Georgia Press, 1988) and Gendering the master narrative:
women and power in the Middle Ages (Cornell University Press, 2003).
j a n e t s . l o e n g a r d , Professor Emerita, Moravian College. Author of:
London viewers and their certificates, 1508–1558 (London Record Society,
1989), and many articles, including ‘Legal history and the medieval
Englishwoman: a fragmented view’, Law and History Review 4:1 (1986);
‘Rationabilis Dos: calculating the widow’s “fair share” in the earlier
thirteenth century’, in Wife and widow in medieval England (University
of Michigan Press, 1994); ‘“Of the gift of her husband”: English dower
and its consequences in the year 1200’, in Women of the medieval world
(Blackwell, 1985); and ‘The action of nuisance’ and ‘Women and law’,

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89920-8 - Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing and Household in Medieval
England
Edited by Maryanne Kowaleski and P. J. P. Goldberg
Frontmatter
More information

Contributors

xi

in The Oxford encyclopedia of legal history, volume on the English common law (forthcoming).
n i c o l a m c d o n a l d , Senior Lecturer in English, University of York.
Author of: ‘Chaucer’s Legend of Good Women, ladies at court and the
female reader’, Chaucer Review 35 (2000); ‘Games medieval women
play’, in The Legend of Good Women: reception and contexts (Cambridge
University Press, 2006). Editor of: Pulp fictions of medieval England
(Manchester University Press, 2004), with essays on ‘A polemical
introduction’ and ‘Eating people and the alimentary logic of Richard
Coeur de Lion’ in the volume.
m a r i l y n o li v a , Adjunct Associate Professor of History, Fordham
University. Author of: The convent and the community in late medieval
England (Boydell, 1998); ‘All in the family? monastic and clerical
careers among family members in the late Middle Ages’, Medieval
Prosopography 20 (1999); ‘Unsafe passage: the state of the nuns at the
Dissolution’, in Vocation of service to God and neighbour (Brepols, 1998).
Co-author of: Religious women in medieval East Anglia (University of
East Anglia Press, 1993). Editor of: Charters and household accounts of the
female monasteries of Suffolk (Boydell, forthcoming).
s a r a h r e e s j o n e s , Senior Lecturer in History, University of York.
Author of articles on the topography of medieval York, Thomas More’s
Utopia, Margery Kempe, the regulation of labour and the English urban
household. Co-editor of six volumes of essays, including: Pragmatic utopias: ideals and communities (1200–1630) (Cambridge University Press,
2001); Courts and regions in medieval Europe (Boydell, 2000); and The
medieval household in Christian Europe (Brepols, 2003). She is currently
completing a major monograph on York between the Norman Conquest
and the Black Death.
f e l i c i t y r i d d y , Emerita Professor, University of York. Author of: Sir
Thomas Malory (Brill, 1987); ‘How the good wife taught her daughter’,
Speculum (1996); ‘“Women talking about the things of God:” a late
medieval sub-culture’, in Women and literature in Britain, 1150–1500
(Cambridge University Press, 1993); ‘Middle English romance: family,
marriage, intimacy’, in The Cambridge companion to medieval romance
(Cambridge University Press, 2000). Editor of: Prestige, authority, and
power in late medieval manuscripts and texts (York Medieval Press, 2000).
Co-editor of: Macmillan literary anthologies, I, Old and Middle English
(Macmillan, 1909); Regionalism in late medieval manuscripts and texts
(D. S. Brewer, 1991) and The uses of script and print, 1300–1700
(Cambridge University Press, 2004).

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89920-8 - Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing and Household in Medieval
England
Edited by Maryanne Kowaleski and P. J. P. Goldberg
Frontmatter
More information

xii

Contributors

n i co le no l a n s i d h u , Assistant Professor of English, East Carolina
University. Author of: ‘Go-betweens: the old woman and the function
of obscenity in the Old French fabliau’, in Comic provocations: exposing
the corpus of Old French fabliaux (Palgrave-Macmillan, 2006); ‘Chaucer
and the comic’, in The Palgrave advances in Chaucer studies (PalgraveMacmillan, forthcoming); ‘All the king’s married men: henpecked
husbands, unruly wives, and royal authority in John Lydgate’s
Mumming at Hertford’ (Chaucer Review, forthcoming). She is currently
completing a book entitled Strumpets, cuckolds and ‘ryth wikked’ women:
the gender politics of obscene discourses in Middle English literature.

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89920-8 - Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing and Household in Medieval
England
Edited by Maryanne Kowaleski and P. J. P. Goldberg
Frontmatter
More information

Acknowledgements

The papers in this volume were among those given at the twenty-fifth
annual conference of the Center for Medieval Studies at Fordham
University in March 2005. The conference was co-sponsored with the
Centre for Medieval Studies at the University of York, one of several
co-operative ventures that our Centers in ‘old’ York and ‘new’ York
have pursued in the last four years. We are especially grateful to Felicity
Riddy for first proposing the idea of a programme of trans-Atlantic
co-operation. The decision to focus the conference on the theme of
‘medieval domesticity’ was a natural one since it allowed us to capitalise
on the expertise that the York Medieval Studies faculty has accrued
through its Medieval Household Research Group.
The conference would not have been possible without the financial
support of both Centers, as well as the generous funding provided by
Nancy Busch, Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, and
John Hollwitz, then Academic Vice-President, both of Fordham
University. Supplementary travel funds were supplied by the Centre for
Medieval Studies, University of York. Kim Bowes, Dawn Ritchotte and
Jocelyn Wogan-Browne helped Maryanne Kowaleski plan the conference
programme, while Sarah Rees Jones, then the Director of the Centre for
Medieval Studies at York, played a crucial role in facilitating the participation of both faculty and post-graduate students from the University of
York. We also thank the speakers for giving a particularly stimulating set of
papers. Finally, we are grateful for the help provided by Emily Hanson and
Claire Serafin, graduate assistants at Fordham’s Center of Medieval
Studies, in assembling the final manuscript for publication.
When we wanted a speaker to open the conference with a keynote paper,
Felicity Riddy seemed the obvious choice. Her stimulating discussion of
issues around household and domesticity and her width of vision have been
an inspiration for many scholars working in the field. It is for this reason
that we dedicate this collection to Felicity with gratitude and admiration.
maryanne kowaleski
jeremy goldberg
xiii

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89920-8 - Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing and Household in Medieval
England
Edited by Maryanne Kowaleski and P. J. P. Goldberg
Frontmatter
More information

Abbreviations

BL
EETS OS
EETS ES
EETS SS
HMSO
PL
TNA

London, British Library
Early English Text Society, original series
Early English Text Society, extra series
Early English Text society, supplementary series
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office
Migne, J.-P. (ed.), Patrologia cursus completus, series latina,
221 vols. Paris, 1861–5.
The National Archives, London

xiv

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing, and Household in Medieval England. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009. Pp.
xiv+317.Â Join ResearchGate to discover and stay up-to-date with the latest research from leading experts in Medieval England and
many other scientific topics. Join for free. or. Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing and Household in Medieval England. Edited with
P.J.P. Goldberg. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009.Â â€œThe French of England: A Maritime lingua franca?â€ in
Language and Culture in Medieval Britain: The French. of England, c. 1100-c. 1500. Ed.

In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: Medieval Domesticity emanates from Fordham University's twenty-fifth
annual medieval...Â Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing and Household in Medieval England (review). Shannon Mcsheffrey.
Medieval Domesticity: Home, Housing and Household in Medieval England. Edited with P.J.P. Goldberg. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2009.Â â€œThe French of England: A Maritime lingua franca?â€ in Language and Culture in Medieval Britain: The
French. of England, c. 1100-c. 1500. Ed.

