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The Vice President is also part of the Executive Branch, ready to assume the Presidency should the need arise. The Cabinet and
independent federal agencies are responsible for the day-to-day enforcement and administration of federal laws. These departments
and agencies have missions and responsibilities as widely divergent as those of the Department of Defense and the Environmental
Protection Agency, the Social Security Administration and the Securities and Exchange Commission.Â The President is both the head
of state and head of government of the United States of America, and Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces. Under Article II of the
Constitution, the President is responsible for the execution and enforcement of the laws created by Congress. Fourteen of the former
vice presidents became president of the United Statesâ€”more than half of them after a president had died. One defeated the sitting
president with whom he served. One murdered a man and became a fugitive.Â The stories of these diverse individuals illustrate the
development of the vice presidency itselfâ€”that colorful, important, and routinely disparaged American political institution. Constitutional
Origins & Structural Changes. Electoral System. Our Constitution's framers created the vice presidency almost as an afterthought. In
setting up a system for electing presidents, they devised an electoral college and provided that each of its members was to vote for two
persons, "of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with themselves."

