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of the Metis of western Canada which portrays the birth of the Metis as a distinct group, defines the roles they
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The MÃ©tis in the West were for the most part bilingual, speaking Cree and either English or French. With the development of the
Hudsonâ€™s Bay Company in the Northwest, also called Rupertâ€™s Land, a permanent MÃ©tis community was established along
the Red River (in what is today Manitoba). Their estimated number at that time was over 5,000 French-speaking MÃ©tis and over 4,000
English-speaking MÃ©tis. Other communities were set up along the fur routes, from northern Alberta to Manitoba, Ontario and the
American border.Â For the Canadian capitalist class, the MÃ©tis resistance and their demands for territorial and political rights were an
obstacle to the economic development they had planned for the West. They had to crush the movement. The MÃ©tis people helped to
shape the Canada of today, mainly in terms of the expansion of the west. The first MÃ©tis people were born in Eastern Canada as early
as the 1600s. They were the children born to European fishermen and their Native wives. However, it was the Red River region, in
present day Manitoba, where the MÃ©tis Nation was really first established. When the fur trade moved west, in the 1700s and 1800s,
many French-Canadian fur traders found Native wives and had children. The children born from these unions formed a new Nation in
Canada - the 'Western MÃ©tis'. Today there North-West Rebellion, violent insurgency in 1885 fought between the Canadian
government and the MÃ©tis and their aboriginal allies, in regions of Canada later known as Saskatchewan and Alberta. The North-West
Rebellion was triggered by rising concern and insecurity among the MÃ©tis about their land.Â North-West RebellionMÃ©tis rebels
battling the North-West Mounted Police at Duck Lake, Saskatchewan, in March 1885, during the North-West Rebellion. The Granger
Collection, New York. A series of battles left dozens of MÃ©tis and Cree warriors and Canadian soldiers wounded or dead. The MÃ©tis
and their allies were eventually defeated by federal troops, though the Canadian government subsequently distributed land grants to the
MÃ©tis.

